HIST 333, Native American History Survey, Fall 2010
Research Papers


Your task is to research a particular issue or development involving Native people(s) within the region now bounded by the United States of America.  Depending on your topic, you would probably want to deal with a region, tribe, or reservation in order to explore the dynamics of Native community life following political subordination (conquest), dealing with topics such as resistance, adaptation, acceptance, and survival.  Your paper should focus on three concerns: first, what challenges did the Native community face (and what were the cause(s) of that development); second, how did the community deal with that issue internally; and third, how did that community deal with whites (settlers, ministers, storekeepers, etc.) and local, colonial/state, and federal governments and officials?  As our readings will show you, events were often shaped by disagreements and personal conflicts within Native communities, politics and other developments outside that community, and relationships between individual Natives and whites.


Your research paper should rest on primary sources, but the strongest papers also discuss the historiography of their topic, often in the introductory section of the essay.  Secondary sources show you what to look for in the primary sources, and you can mine footnotes for additional primary sources.  The basics: your essay should be about fifteen pages in length, including footnotes, double-spaced throughout, following Turabian guidelines of citation and basic rules of formal expository writing--both of which you learned in HIST 231.

Possible Topics:

Due to available resources (see below), the communities and time periods open to your research are somewhat limited.  Students in this course have written papers on:

Peyote, Mescal, and Assimilation: A Case Study of the 1918 Congressional Hearing in the House Committee of Indian Affairs to Ban the Use of Peyote

Responses of Mescalero Apaches to U.S. Policies and Agents, 1880-1920

Constitution or Revolution?  The Disenfranchisement of Chiefs in Seneca Politics, 1830-1850.

The Ghost Dance: Origins, Meanings, and Reactions in America

Founders and Leaders of the Society of American Indians

Changing Anglo-American Perceptions of Indians: Three Captivity Narratives, 1680-1750

Navajo Politics and Tribal Rejection of the IRA (Indian Reorganization Act).

Comparison of Washington’s and Jefferson’s Indian policies

Indian students who attended Hampton Institute, 1880s

Choctaws and Religion, 1820-1880

Relations Between Blacks and Indians in the Southeast, 1700-1860

Important Manuscript collections (this is not an exhaustive list of sources at Pickler, and many other sources are available via interlibrary loan).
Early America to 1800

Published Colonial Records of the American Colonies. (Microfilm E187 F70)
166 reels.  Includes laws, resolves, treaties, and other documents from every one of the thirteen British colonies in North America.  The collections from New York and Pennsylvania are particularly rich on Indian concerns; I have not used those from Virginia, Maryland, South or North Carolina, or Georgia.

Early American Imprints.  Microfiche, Cabinet 21.  This is an outstanding collection of (almost) everything published in colonial British America and the United States through about 1800, including many conference minutes, treaties, travelers’ accounts of Indians, proclamations regarding Indians, regulations about trading, and other types of records.  Every individual record from this collection is listed in Truman’s catalogue, so you can search for a particular place, tribe, conference, or event by keyword.

Plymouth Court Records 1686-1859. (Microfilm KIM 2916 P55 A7 1978)  Court records for Plymouth County, Massachusetts. Accompanied by a printed guide

Letter Book 1688-1761 of the Company for propagation of the Gospel in New England (Microfilm E 98 M6 L47 1969).  The "Company for Propagation of the Gospel in New England" was formed to convert the New England Indians. The Letter Book contains correspondence between the company's directors, etc. in England and Commissioners in America. Arrangement of the letters is generally chronological by year. An accompanying guide, with a name index, is located with the microfilm

Early American Indian Documents: Treaties and Laws, 1607-1789.  KF8202 1979, 20 vols.  Indian laws, conferences, and treaties arranged by colony.  Not all volumes are published yet.

Iroquois Collection (Microfilm E 99 .I7 I68) This collection includes documents of the Iroquois Indians, such as minutes of treaty conferences, council meetings, and agreements resulting from formal meetings, from the 1600s to the 1920s. The records document the diplomatic history of the Iroquois Confederacy and provide information on the role the Iroquois played in American political history in the pre-Revolution era. 55 reels.

Records of the Colonial Office, Class 5 Files. (Microfilm JV 1016 G83 1981) 
Part 1: Westward Expansion, 1700-1783; Part 2: Board of Trade; Part 3: French and Indian War; Part 4: Royal Instructions and Commissions to Colonial Officials, 1702-1784; Part 5: American Revolution, 1772-1784 (transcripts of military correspondence of British Generals, letters, legal materials, correspondence of Colonial officials, etc.)

Jesuit Relations, on line ( http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/ ) or use indexed bound volumes in our library Rare Books room F1030.7 J47.  This is a 73-volume collection of letters and reports written by French Jesuits working amongst Natives in New France to their friends and superiors in France.  It is a an unmatched resource on the governments, societies, and cultures of Natives, as well as a unique insight into European attitudes and culture.  The last volume in the series is an excellent index.  We are fortunate to have a full set in the Rare Book Room.
Indian captivity narratives.  We have many in microform (see Early American Imprints, above) and some have been reprinted and are available through the Truman library or Mobius.  See Alden Vaughan, Narratives of North American Indian Captivity: A Selective Bibliography, E85 .V38 1983, for more.

Website: Early Encounters in North America, http://www.alexanderstreet2.com/EENALive/ , contains transcripts of many documents.  See me to obtain password.

U.S. circa 1800-1880

United States Serial Set. (Microfiche)  A collection of U.S. Government publications compiled under directive of the Congress, 1789-1969. Includes Congressional publications, Executive branch publications, Non governmental publications and Miscellaneous publications. Hearings are generally excluded. Computerized index available at Reference Desk: Congressional Masterfile 1.

CIS (Congressional Information Service). (Microfiche) A complete library of Congressional hearings, reports, committee prints, etc. from 1835 to 1982. A computerized index, Congressional Masterfile, is available at the Reference Desk. Hearings from 1983 + are with the U.S. Documents microfiche.

Congressional Globe. (Microfilm J11 R 398) Contains important state papers and public documents of the 23rd Congress to the 42nd Congress, 1833-1873. Messages of the President and reports of cabinet officers are included until the close of the 39th Congress. From 1852 the Congressional Globe can generally be considered as a verbatim record of proceedings. Index: Ref KF 35 

American Periodical Series. (Microfilm AP 2 A31018) Collection of rare American periodicals published 1700-1900. All of the 18th century periodicals are listed in LUIS, the Library's online catalog. A guide to the collection is also available at Microforms AP2 .A3101835 1979

Draper Manuscripts. (Microfilm F 586 D7 1980)  Lyman C. Draper’s manuscripts and notes gathered for his historical and biographical research about the Western frontier prior to 1830. The state Historical Society of Wisconsin, for which Draper served as corresponding secretary from 1854-1886, now owns the collection of original 18th and 19th century papers of personal and official correspondence, diaries, journals, military records, surveyors’ notes, business and legal records, and maps. 

Letters received by the Attorney General, 1809-1870: Western law and order. (Microfilm HV 8144.M37 L41995, includes guide)  Focus on the representatives of the federal government in the emerging territories west of the Mississippi River. Includes interpretations of treaties, public land disputes, slavery, claims against the US by other governments, Civil War and Reconstruction. 

Papers of the St. Louis Fur Trade. (Microfilm F 474 S253 P3 1991, includes guide)  Primary documents on the history of the Western Frontier, Native Americans, exploration, immigration, commercial development and the Chouteau family, prominent fur merchants and one of the founding families of St. Louis

Part I: The Chouteau Collection, 1752-1925 
Part II: Fur Company Ledgers and Account Books, 1802-1871 
Part III: Robert Campell Family Collection 

Plains and the Rockies: Wagner-Camp Bibliography. (Microfiche Cabinet 23 Drawer 9-10) 
Included are books, magazine articles, federal documents, some compilations and newspaper items of personal experience written between 1800 and 1865. The geographical scope includes the region lying between the Missouri River and the Sierra Nevada Cascades, from Mexico to the Arctic (with omission of Texas and what is now Western Louisiana and in Canada everything east of the Red River). Approximately 537 volumes are contained in this collection.  An alphabetical index of authors is on cabinet containing the microfiche. 

United States 1880-1940

Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American Ethnology, Papers.  Contains reprints of historical documents and reports by ethnologists on tribal cultures.  E77 .U46.

Reports of the U.S. Board of Indian Commissioners, circa. 1880-1920, in sets of U.S. Executive Office publications (check with the Reference Desk).  Includes an annual report of conditions on many Indian reservations and boarding schools around the country, U.S. purchases of supplies for Indians, reports by missionaries, teachers, and agents working on particular reservations, and good maps.
Congressional Record. (Microfilm J11 R399) Provides a record of the debates and proceedings in Congress starting in 1873. This publication continues the earlier Annals of Congress 1789-1824 (Microfilm J11 R 396), Register of Debates in Congress 1824-1837 (Microfilm J11 R 397), and Congressional Globe 1833-1873 (Microfilm J11R398). 

Survey of conditions of the Indians of the United States. (Microfilm E93 U6773).  41 volume report to the U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs detailing the conditions of life and the effects of policies enacted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs on Native Americans. Covers the years 1929-1944. 

Papers of John Collier.  59 reels of microfilm, E93 .C7 1968.  As head of the BIA between 1933 and 1945, Collier was responsible for shifting federal Indian policy from forced assimilation to cultural preservation and tribal autonomy.  Before taking that job during the New Deal, he organized and ran the American Indian Defense Association in order to work for (and with) Indian tribes to defend their resources and traditional cultures.  For more detailed information see http://library.truman.edu/microforms/john-collier-papers.htm .  

Major Indian Tribal Council Meetings, 1914-1956.  Section I: Navaho (Dine), Five Civilized Tribes (Choctaw, Cherokee, Seminole, Creek, Chickasaw), Ute, Pueblo, Cheyenne, Arapahoe.  Section II: Sioux (Lakota), Chippewa (Objiwa-Anishnabe), Klamath (in California).  Contains official minutes of Indian council meetings and topics of interest to councils, particularly claims, mineral rights, tribal funds, water supply and irrigation, proposed federal legislation, hunting and fishing rights, disputes, employment, and health and education.  52 reels.

Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Central Classified Files, 1907-1939, Series B: Indian Customs and Social Relations.  E93 R43 1995 These documents provide insight into the federal government’s efforts to “Americanize” or “civilize” Native Americans.  23 reels

Reports of Inspections of the Field Jurisdictions of the Office of Indian Affairs, 1873-1900.  Covers many aspects of Native American life including health, receipt of rations, removal and treatment, Indian courts, conditions of dormitories, water supply, day schools, more.  60 reels.

American Indian Oral History : The Duke Collection (Microfiche Cabinet 3, Drawer 5)  "Sponsored by Doris Duke, the American Indian Oral History Collection, grew out of a program of Indian oral history designed to give Indians an opportunity to express their own views on their heritage and place in American history.  Tape-recorded testimony, taken from members of most of the Indian tribes in Oklahoma, has been transcribed without changes.  This oral history represents Indians' own perspective on the historical process in which they have been involved, and their aspirations and feelings as they search for a meaningful existence within the context of our plural society." (Microform Research Collections: A Guide  Ref Z 1033 M5 D64 1984)

New York Times--Listening to Indians Oral History. (Microfiche Cabinet, Drawer 1) 
Contains transcripts of conversations with American Indians across the U.S. that took place in the 1970's. A name index and a subject index with memoirs divided into descriptive topics and tribes are on the first microfiche. 

Robert Venables, ed., The Six Nations of New York :The 1892 United States extra Census bulletin (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1996). E99. I7 S55 1996.

Website: National Aboriginal Document Database (Canada), including digitized court cases, laws, treaties, and other documents from Canada: http://www.landclaimsdocs.com/
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