                     HISTORY HONORS PROGRAMPRIVATE 


Student Application

Qualifications

*In order to apply for history honors, a student must have a 3.0 GPA overall. In history-major courses, s/he must have a preponderance of A's and no more than one "C."  A student who anticipates meeting these standards by the end of her/his final semester may apply with the understanding that honors designation is contingent upon attaining them.  The deadlines for submitting the application and all required materials are as follows:

         
    Spring semester graduates: April 1

              Summer semester graduates: July 1

              Fall semester graduates: November 19

Materials to submit

*A recommendation form signed by the project supervisor, if available, and the student's academic adviser.


*A sample of historical writing at least fifteen pages in length, excluding notes and bibliography.  All papers submitted should conform to Turabian style; be essentially free of grammatical and punctuation errors; provide complete references for all primary and secondary sources used in the paper; and be printed on a letter-quality printer.


The student will be encouraged to submit a single paper completed in a history course taken at TSU under the direction of a Truman instructor.  The essay should clearly demonstrate the student's ability to write clear, coherent prose, draw conclusions based on primary sources, and do historiographical research.  Each applicant should consult with his/her project supervisor and academic adviser before submitting a paper to the honors committee.


If a student has fulfilled upper-division course requirements without producing a paper of adequate length, or if the student and his/her adviser conclude that a particular paper does not meet all submission requirements, a second paper may be submitted.  


Each submission must be accompanied by a cover sheet that includes the following information: student's name, instructor's name, course in which the work was completed, date of completion, and a brief description of the assignment that clearly explains parameters established by the instructor (topic, length, chronological focus, format requirements, etc.).  A substantial portion of a senior seminar paper may be submitted if it is clearly labeled "work in progress" and if the student believes that it represents some of her/his most effective writing. 

Evaluation by the history faculty


A committee of three faculty members, each serving two-year terms, will evaluate the essays individually.  Then, meeting as a group, they will compare assessments and justify conclusions.  If all agree that an applicant merits honors, s/he will be recommended for formal approval by the history faculty.  Normally, they will vote once to approve all candidates recommended by the committee.  If there is disagreement about a particular entry, however, or if the committee collectively rejects a candidate, the reasons for rejection or disagreement must be presented to the entire history faculty.  Extraordinary circumstances--a faculty member recognizing plagiarism in a submitted essay, for example--may also compel additional deliberation.  Upon discussion and collective consideration of the committee's recommendations, the faculty will then formally vote to approve or deny honors to each applicant.  In all cases, that vote will be final.  


APPLICATION

Name:  _______________________

Adviser: _____________________

Date of anticipated graduation: ______________________________

Current GPA: _____________

Number of A's in the major: _____________


I certify that the above information is correct, and that I have read the requirements for receiving history honors; consulted with my adviser and/or instructor regarding the paper submitted; revised the paper as necessary to conform to honors requirements; and complied with established deadlines.  I also certify that my submission is fully my own work.


Finally, I understand that the responsibility for meeting submission deadlines and requirements is my own and not that of the project supervisor, faculty adviser, or honors committee. 

_______________________________

(student signature)


I certify that the paper submitted by this student represents either work completed under my direction,or work that I have reviewed and consider worthy of evaluation by the honors committee.

_______________________________     _________________________

(project supervisor)                (faculty adviser) 


APPENDIX


The following procedures are recommended to facilitate the work of the committee.  The project supervisor should:


1. attach either a copy of his/her original comments or a brief explanation of why the paper's historiographic and/or primary research components are worthy of honors.  This will be of great help to committee members who have no background in the secondary literature addressed in the paper.  


2. refuse to sign submissions that meet length requirements in "creative" ways (large type, fifteen lines per page, etc.); represent clearly inadequate work; or fail to meet mundane requirements (Turabian form, letter-quality print, etc.).

