Extra Credit Assignment, worth 10 points

The Revolution and American Society: “Mary Silliman’s War”

“Mary Silliman's War” is a film about one woman and her family during the American Revolution. It is based on the biography of Mary Fish Silliman, The Way of Duty: A Woman and Her Family in Revolutionary America (1984) by Joy and Richard Buel, and upon family correspondence, her journal, and her reminiscences written after the war.   The story takes place in Fairfield, Conn., from about May 1779 to May 1780.   Mary's husband Selleck is an ardent Patriot and state's attorney whose duties include prosecuting local Tories. When he helps convict two loyalists and they are sentenced to hang, a dramatic series of events unfold which forces Mary from her traditional domestic duties into the arena of war and revolutionary politics.  Main characters in film include: 

  Mary Silliman (1736-1818) - Connecticut goodwife 

  Selleck Silliman (1732-1790) - Mary's husband, militia general, and Patriot state's attorney 

  Amelia - servant in Silliman household 

  Captain David Hawley - privateer 

  Peter - older slave in Silliman household 

  Reverend Elliot - town minister and long-time friend of Mary 

  Abby Nash - midwife, friend of Mary 

  Adam Sayres - field and tavern worker, Tory (Loyalist) 

  Judge Jones - New York Tory and college friend of Selleck

  Isaac Bunnell - local Tory militia leader 

Homework assignment.  Answer at least one of these questions in an essay worth up to 10 points, about 2-3 pages in length, referring to specific scenes and characters as well as larger points, issues, and developments.  Feel free to read and refer to a book or article on the social effects on the Revolution.  Bring in or send via email by Friday, 11/5.  

1. What impact does the war have on families and communities? Are there opportunities (for personal advancement) as well as disruptions and liabilities connected with the war? 

2. How does the war affect matters of respect, deference, and social hierarchy?   Is it "democratizing" or does it leave basic social relations unchanged?

3. What does the film show us about the place of women in society?  How does Mary, and how do other women, relate to men?  How do the women depicted change their view of their own roles, their place with the family and their communities?   Compare Mary’s and Seleck’s concepts of “community.”  Are women "citizens”?

