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HIST 400, Senior Seminar in History
Fall 2009
Daniel Mandell

McClain 211
Kirk Building 225B, 785-6035

MWF 11:30 am-12:20 pm
dmandell@truman.edu

Office hrs: MW 9:00-10:00
www2.Truman.edu/~dmandell


This course is the capstone experience for all history majors at Truman State University: passing it proves that you have earned your degree in history.  It is the course that caps off everything that you have learned, combining and building upon the knowledge of historiography and skills in research you have previously acquired, and culminating in a major research paper that is subject to rigorous academic standards.  You are on the one hand to develop and demonstrate an awareness of the intricacies of doing history and being a historian and on the other hand to apply that awareness in your research paper. 

Course Structure.

The course has two parts.  During the first few weeks, we examine the debate among historians at present about the character of historical inquiry.  What is at stake is the very possibility of telling the truth about the past.  In the remaining months of the second part of the course, you are to apply the considerations in your research paper.  Historical practice is not a solitary endeavor but a collective one that occurs within several sets of communities, only the smallest one being this class.  Therefore, we work collectively and in small increments, following each step in the writing process together, from deciding on a topic, choosing sources and developing a bibliography to writing drafts and revising.  You need, at a minimum, to keep the pace of the course to have a chance at all to write the kind of paper required in this course.  We meet frequently to give progress reports, soliciting feedback and advice orally and in writing.
Readings.
Carr, E. H.  What Is History?
Jenkins, Keith.  Rethinking History.
Elton, G. R.  Return to Essentials.
Hoffer, Peter.  Past Imperfect.
Rampolla, Mary Lynn. A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 4th ed.

Apprentice Historian XII (2006)
Need to own Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Term Papers
Late policy.

Late assignments will be reduced 10 percent for every day late.  Essays that are one week late will be read but not graded, and will therefore be given a "0."  Computer glitches are not an excuse; make sure that you back up all of your work on floppy disks!  Printer problems are also not an excuse; you may send me your assignment as an attachment to an electronic message or bring it to me as a file on a floppy disk and I will print it out.

Academic integrity.


I follow the standards on academic honesty on page 39 of the Truman General/Graduate Catalogue.  Plagiarism is taking and using someone else's words or ideas, whether published or not, without proper attribution.  Proper attribution of another's words consists of putting those words within quotation marks, and citing the source.  Attributing someone else's ideas is also necessary, as in "Axtell argued that," and you must also cite that source.  Sources for ideas, events, and data that are not generally known must be cited by using footnotes or endnotes.  Plagiarism of any kind means an automatic F in the course and is grounds for expulsion from the university.
Standards for Essays

The main criterion we will use in evaluating the paper is: how clear and persuasive is your argument?  This means, above all, that you need to advance an argument.  An argument is an original, insightful, interesting, even bold, claim that is at once truthful and falsifiable.  It also needs to be your argument.  That the argument is persuasive means that it is drawn from and supported by ample and appropriate primary sources while well grounded in existing secondary literature.  That the argument is clear means that it is explicit, logical, and pursued in error-free prose in a structurally sound exposition with discrete sections and well-formed paragraphs.  We will of course discuss at great length how to achieve this: that is the very subject matter of the course.  All written work that you do in this course must be typed.

REQUIREMENTS

70%
Research Paper.  See handout for details about topics.  The following deadlines must be met.  Failure to meet two of these deadlines without a legitimate excuse will result in an "F" for the course.  You must discuss any reasons for any delays with me in advance.  The research project is worth a total of 1000 points, to be divided as follows:

Initial research proposal.  At least two pages, including an overview of the place, period, and event(s), question(s), and issue(s) to research.  Due Sept. 9, 25 points.

Working Bibliography.  A working bibliography is like a reading list: primary and secondary sources (listed separately) that you will read as you develop your topic and argument; sources with which you think you will be working in the paper.  Include a brief annotation on each set of documents that describes it and how you will use it.  Approximately 3-5 pages in length, with separate sections for primary and secondary sources.  Due Oct. 14, 50 points.
Final research proposal.  Three pages with your thesis statement and points that you will research to support your thesis, plus an updated annotated bibliography.  An annotated bibliography is one where each source for the paper is listed along with a brief explanation of its general content, argument (if any), and utility for making your argument.   Due October 28, 75 points.
Outline.  Write and turn in an outline of your paper.  The outline should begin with the introductory paragraph that you would write if you were writing the draft essay.  This paragraph should state the topic of your paper, its significance in terms of existing work on the topic, the sources that you will draw from, the problem that you are addressing, and the argument that you will be advancing.  The outline should also include the main parts of the paper (perhaps even topic sentences) with a description of what you will do in each paragraph, preferably with the relevant sources for each paragraph listed.  Include an updated bibliography.  Due Nov. 11, 100 points

Individual presentations.  Use PowerPoint or handouts to present your topic, thesis, main points, significant sources, and other aspects of your paper.  Due Week 13, 100 points.
Draft version of research paper.  This should be approximately 15 pages with a fleshed-out thesis, most if not all of your supporting points, and full citations for all sources.  Footnotes are preferable, and I suggest getting the format correct in the draft in order to save time and problems in the final version.  The major differences between the draft and the final version should be the sophistication and depth of your analysis and a few additional sources.  It should, with the exception of an occasional flaw in structure and slip in formulation, read and look like a finished paper.  Bring three copies.  Due Dec. 2, 200 points

Peer critique according to rubric, including thesis supporting points, sources, organization, and mechanics.  Dec. 7, 50 points.
Final version of research paper.  Approx. 25 pages.  Dec. 14, noon. 400 points

10%, Participation

20%, Short assignments (175 points)

Writer Profile, due August 28, 15 points
Review Essay.  5-page review essay that (1) summarizes and interprets the texts by Elton, Carr, and Jenkins, and (2) takes a theoretical position of your own vis-à-vis those texts.  You can agree with one or more of the texts, or parts of them, or advance an independent theoretical standpoint.  Due Sept. 21, 100 points.
Notes and essay on Hoffer, due on various days, worth 35 points total.

Ranking and critique and ranking of Apprentice Historian articles.  Due Oct. 21, 25 pts.
Week 1, August 28.  The Research Paper

Friday: Introduction, discuss research project, note that initial proposal is due Sept. 9.
Week 2, Aug 31, Sept. 2, 4.  The Modern Historian, read E.H. Carr, What Is History?
Monday: DUE
1) a two-page profile of yourself as a writer.  What are your main strengths? Your weaknesses?  Turn in two copies (one for me to give back to you, one for me to keep). Be prepared to share and discuss your profile and those of others.

2) present an informal oral statement on what general area of history—topical (e.g. gender, culture, politics, war, everyday life, diplomacy, famines, sexuality, historiography); geographical (a hemisphere, continent, area, nation, region, or city); and time frame (an epoch, era, century, decade, or year)—you would like to work with in your paper.
Wednesday: Questions and opening discussion of Carr and the nature of the study of history.
Friday: Bring notes of questions and important points, discuss and critique Carr.
Week 3, Sept. 9, 11.  The Postmodern Historian, read Keith Jenkins, Rethinking History.
Wed: DUE: proposal on what possible topic you would like to work with on your paper.  A topic is more specific than the general area: try to be as specific as possible.  This should be at least two pages, including an overview of the place, period, and event(s), question(s), and issue(s) to research, and is worth 25 points.

Friday: Bring notes of questions and important points, discuss and critique Jenkins.
Week 4, Sept. 14, 16, 18.  The Traditional Historian (Elton, Return to Essentials)
Monday: Opening discussion of Elton.

Wednesday: Continue Elton, discuss projects.
Friday: Bring notes of questions and important points, discuss and critique Elton, compare with Carr and Jenkins.
Week 5, Sept. 21, 23, 25.  Review Essay and the Origins of the Field of History
Monday: DUE: Review Essay.  Discuss in class.
Wednesday: Discuss issues in historiography and teaching history.
Friday: Hoffer, Past Imperfect, intro and chapter 1, notes due (5 points).
Week 6, Sept. 30, Oct. 2.  Progress Reports and Hoffer
Monday: no class; read Hoffer.
Wednesday: Hoffer, Past Imperfect, chapter 2, notes due (5 points).
Friday: Hoffer, Past Imperfect, chapter 3, notes due (5 points).
Week 7, Oct. 5, 7, 9.  Progress Reports and Hoffer
Monday: Discuss Hoffer, Past Imperfect, chapter 4, notes due (5 points).
Wednesday: Discuss progress.  READING, Rampolla, 102-114
Friday: Discuss Hoffer, Past Imperfect, remainder.
Week 8, Oct. 12, 14.  Hoffer and Bibliography
Monday: Short essay, interpreting cases in Hoffer and modern media: what is plagiarism?  Worth 15 points.
Wednesday: DUE: Working Bibliography.
Week 9, Oct. 19, 21, 23.  Progress Reports and the Apprentice Historian
Monday: Independent work on research.
Wednesday: Come to class with a (typed) paper on which you rank the research papers in The Apprentice Historian (the best one = #1), and for each give a short critique of its strengths and weaknesses.  Worth 10 points.
Friday: Meet for progress reports.
Week 10, Oct. 26, 28, 30.  . Writing the Introduction & Progress Reports

Monday: discuss progress.
Wednesday: DUE: final research proposal.
Friday: Consider your proposal; discuss strong introductions.
Week 11, Nov. 2, 4, 6.  Outlining and individual meetings
Monday: Discuss progress, discuss outlining.
Wednesday through Friday, individual meetings.

Week 12, Nov. 9, 11, 13.  Outlining and Meetings.
Monday: Discuss progress.

Wednesday: DUE, outline.

Friday: Discuss progress
Week 13, Nov. 16, 18, 20.  Progress Reports

Monday through Friday, individual presentations, worth 100 points each.  Use PowerPoint or handouts to present your topic, thesis, main points, significant sources, and other aspects of your paper.
Week 14, Nov. 30, Dec. 2, 4.  Style & Progress Reports

Monday: discuss progress.  READING: Rampolla, 52-53

Wednesday: DUE Full Draft (three copies).
Friday: Discuss how to write the conclusion
Week 15, Dec. 7, 9, 11.  Peer Editing
Monday:  DUE: Peer Reviews 
Wednesday through Friday: individual meetings
Final paper due, Dec. 14, noon.
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