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Daniel Mandell
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This class will focus on eastern North America as a zone of human encounters and the formation of diverse societies.  Between 1500 and 1800, Natives, European colonists, and Africans formed a series of unique yet interconnected communities.  The class will study the development of trade, politics, conflicts, societies, economies, cultures, and other aspects of human relations within the region, through geography, archaeology, literature, religion, economics, political philosophy, and other perspectives.  We will use academic studies, literature, primary sources, cinema, and the Internet to better understand the peoples and developments of this place and period.  Each student will write a fictional autobiography of a particular individual in a particular place and period, based on a range of sources.  Students will also write several short interpretive essays drawing on the readings and other sources.
Grades

25 percent.  Class participation, including notes as indicated on syllabus—each set of notes worth 10 points, including fictional autobiography proposal due Feb 21.
40 percent.  Four essays: the “Attack on Deerfield” internet site (Feb. 2), imagining the life of a Parting Ways resident (Feb. 16), analyzing on Equiano’s Narrative as literature, history, political tract, and evidence for colonial America as a cultural crossroads (March 18); on politics—the practical and the philosophical--in mid-eighteenth century America (April 20).
40 percent.  Fictional autobiography of a resident of British America, circa 1690-1760, about 15 pages, grounded in secondary and primary sources, with citations following the standards in Rampolla’s book, connecting an individual to the culture and developments of eighteenth-century British America.  I will give you a list of suggestions and put some useful secondary sources on reserve.
Outline.  About 5 pages, with bibliography and substantial detail.  Due 3/28, 50 points
Draft version.  Bring two copies, due 4/15, 200 points.

Final version.  Approximately 15 pages, due day of finals exam, 400 points

Attendance.  Poor attendance will result in a poor course grade, at least in part due to missed or inaccurately done assignments.  Consistent and frequent participation will, if you are very close, result in your grade being bumped to the next higher level.

Expectations:
It is critical that you attend class faithfully and come prepared (always bring the book to class from which an assignment for that session has been made).  Come prepared to discuss the assigned reading and be ready to talk (or even be called upon!)  

If you become ill and will miss a test or a paper deadline, I expect you to let me know IN ADVANCE to avoid losing credit.  Such cases will be handled on an individual basis.  The penalty for late work or exams is a one-letter grade cut per day late.

Laptops, cell phones and IPods.  In class they must be turned off and put away.

Accommodations for students with disabilities.  If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and the Disability Services office (x4478) as soon as possible.

Plagiarism policy.  Using information or another person’s ideas without proper attribution (footnoting) is plagiarism, as is pretending that someone else’s work is your own—i.e., turning in a paper that is in whole or in part found on the Internet or obtained from any outside sources.  Committing plagiarism of any sort will result in a “0”—NO points—on the assignment (which will hurt your final grade far more than a “F.”  Small mistakes may, at my discretion, be rectified by redoing the assignment, although such revised versions will not be eligible for an “A.”  Gross violations, pretending that someone else’s work is your own, is legally copyright violation and fraud, and will result in an “F” in the course and notification of the Dean of Students.

Grades: Course grades will be based on improvement as well as your overall scores.  Note also my section on attendance, above.  90-100 percent = “A” = outstanding in terms of information, analysis, and writing.  80-89 percent = “B” = above average; generally accurate information, some good analysis, and good grammar and organization.  70-79 percent = “C” = average; may have some inaccuracies, contain insufficient analysis, miss a few very significant pieces of information, and/or suffer from noticeably weak grammar and organization.  60-69 percent = “D” = below average (usually because your work is too brief, superficial, or contains many significant errors).  50-59 percent = “F” = does not meet the requirements of the assignment (is completely off topic or does not reflect the readings—i.e., you could have written this without reading the assigned materials).  Scores below 50 percent will be given if your answer or essay shows no evidence of trying to read the materials.

Week 1, January 10, 12, 14.  Approaching Eastern North America

Monday.  Introduction, timeline, interdisciplinary questions and inquiries.

Wednesday.  Bring Rampola to class.  Due: typed comparison of European and Eastern Woodland (specifically the Iroquois) cultures and societies circa 1600, using (1) Genesis (from chapter 1 verse 1 through chapter 4 verse 16 -- Cain & Abel) and Iroquois creation story (click here), and (2) information from the textbook and other sources.  This can be in the form of a list or an essay; either must contain sufficient detail with specific examples from each story so that you can use in class to analyze important themes, similarities, and differences.  The point to this assignment is to grapple with how mythology reflects and influences society and culture, and to learn more about the different peoples before they came together in the same place.


Friday.  Begin watching Black Robe.
Week 2, January 19, 21
Wednesday.  Find and take notes on a passage (of several pages in length) in Jesuit Relations that somehow incorporates or reflects your major or a particular interest.  Your notes (in outline, essay, or other form) needs to describe the author, when he wrote (or the time that he was writing about), the location or people that he was describing, the situation, and what you learned from finding and reading this passage.
Friday.  A geographic view of colonial efforts and encounter: Meinig, Shaping of America, 3-76.  Bring typed notes on Meinig, focusing on main “actors,” developments, and concepts, using section titles/subtitles to distinguish elements in the book.  Double-space your notes so you have room to add additional material from class discussion.  Turn in at end of class.
Week 3, January 24, 26, 28.
Monday.  A geographic view of colonial developments from Canada to Virginia: Meinig, Shaping of America, 79-160.  Notes as before.  Suggested: 160-205.  A theoretical view of colonial America as a cultural crossroads
Wednesday: Meinig, Shaping of America, 205-54.  Notes as before.
Friday.  The colonial cauldron of Deerfield; http://1704.deerfield.history.museum/  You will divide into five groups: each will take one of the five cultures whose people were involved in the 1704 attack on Deerfield and its aftermath: Wendat, Kaniekehaka, Wobanaki, English, or French.  Each group will dig into the web site and prepare to answer the following questions as a presentation on Friday using the resources on the site.
1. What were some important ways that European colonization and the fur trade during the seventeenth century affected your people and culture?  You will find it helpful to pick one or more individuals from your community on http://1704.deerfield.history.museum/people/index.do .  This person will also be your “guide” (case study) in answering the other questions.  Notice and keep in mind that some of these persons are inventions: composites created from snippets of documents.  Be sure to look for the developments since 1600; for the three Native tribe, make sure that you understand how the fur trade and wars with Europeans, “beaver wars” with other tribes, and religion and politics shaped your society and culture through 1700 (and brought you to where you are “now.”)

2. Where did you live in 1704?  What was life like in your home village circa 1704?  What kind of house did you live in, what was your diet like, what did men and women do?  Did you live in a homogeneous or polyglot community—i.e., were all or most of the other people in and near your village part of your culture, and if not who were the others and how did this affect your community?

3. Why did you attack (or live in) Deerfield?

4. What was your experience in the aftermath (one to ten years) of the attack?

Week 4, Jan. 31, February 2, 4.

Monday.  Presentations of “Raid on Deerfield.”

Wednesday.  Presentations of “Raid on Deerfield” concluded.  Essay due analyzing the “Raid on Deerfield” website as an interdisciplinary source.  For this essay, draw on the experience and findings of your group and others, and additional exploration of the resources, structure, intentions, and context of the site..

Friday.  DISCUSS fictional autobiography assignment.
Week 5, February 7, 9, 11.  Anthropology and material culture in the colonial crossroads

Monday.  Deetz, In Small Things Forgotten, 1-67. 
Wednesday.  Ceramics and gravestones.  Deetz, In Small Things Forgotten, 69-124.


Friday.  Houses and small things, Deetz, In Small Things Forgotten, 125-86.
Week 6, February 14, 16, 18.

Monday.  Deetz, In Small Things Forgotten, 187-260.

Wednesday.  Due: Imaginary sketch of the life cycle and experiences of one of the residents of Parting Ways, including family relationships, occupation, yearly activities, relationships inside the community, relationships outside the community.  Also an analysis of what else one would need for an autobiography of this person.

Friday.  Religion, readings to be assigned, notes.
Week 7, February 21, 23, 25

Monday.  DUE: proposals for fictional autobiographies.  Introduction to Morrison, A Mercy.
Wednesday.  Morrison, A Mercy, 1-83.
Friday.  Morrison, A Mercy, 84-119.
Week 8, February 28, March 2, 4.  

Monday.  Morrison, A Mercy, 120-end.  Lessons learned from this novel of colonial America?  Introduction to Midwife’s Tale and assignments (from Internet site dohistory.org) on women, family, community, or medicine.

Wednesday.  A Midwife’s Tale

Friday.  Assignments/presentations from dohistory.org 
Midterm break, March 7-11

Week 9, March 14, 16, 18
Monday.  Olaudah Equiano’s Narrative, Allison’s “Introduction” through chapter 5.
Wednesday.  Olaudah Equiano’s Narrative, chapters 6 through 9
Friday. Olaudah Equiano’s Narrative, remainder.  Due: essay analyzing on Equiano’s Narrative as literature, political tract, and evidence for colonial America as a cultural crossroads.
Week 10, March 21, 23, 25
Monday.  Butler, Becoming America, 1-49, and documents.  Notes.
Wednesday.  Butler, Becoming America, 50-88, and documents.   Notes

Friday.  No class meeting, read in Butler, work on autobiography.

Week 11, March 28, 30, April 1.
Monday.  Butler, Becoming America, 89-184, and documents.  Notes.  Due: outline and bibliography for fictional autobiography.
Wednesday.  Butler, Becoming America, 185-224, and documents.  Notes

Friday.  Butler, Becoming America, 224-48.  Summing up.
Week 12, April 4, 6, 8.
Monday.  Community and politics.  Benjamin Carp, “Port in a Storm” (on Boston circa 1740-1775) from Rebels Rising: Cities and the American Revolution (2007).  Notes.
Wednesday.  Topic and materials to be decided.

Friday.  Topic and materials to be decided.

Week 13, April 11, 13, 15.– Presentations of autobiographies.
Monday.  Topic and material to be decided.

Wednesday.  Topic and material to be decided.

Friday, draft autobiographies due.
Week 14, April 18, 20, 22.  Political and natural philosophies.
Monday.  Reading to be assigned.
Wednesday.  Bailyn, Ideological Origins, chapters 2 and 4; documents.
Friday.  Dickinson, Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania (Larkin, 116-33); Jefferson, Summary View of the Rights of British America (Larkin, 133-49); additional documents.  Due: essay on politics—the practical and the philosophical--in mid-eighteenth century America.
Week 15, April 25, 27, 29.
Monday.  Holiday.

Wednesday.  Thomas Paine, Common Sense and opponents (Larkin, 7-98, 151-70). Due: notes on the major ideas in Common Sense, and the main points Inglis and Chalmers made in rejecting Paine’s ideas and assertions.  In class, be ready to point to specific passages that you find particularly significant—and to discuss why.

Friday.  Revolution and new governments.  Declaration of Independence; Pennsylvania Constitution of 1776 (Larkin, 222-39); John Adams, Thoughts on Government (Larkin, 207-16); Articles of Confederation.
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